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ZONE DESCRIPTION
AE  Areas subject to 100-year flood
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A formal delineation is necessary to determine the extent of federal and state
jurisdictional wetlands and surface waters within Airport property.

Development within areas defined by the FDEP as state owned sovereign submerged
lands will require permission and coordination with the FDEP — Division of State Lands.

Floodplains

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has produced Flood Insurance
Rate Maps (FIRM) for communities participating in the National Flood Insurance
Program. The FIRMs detail the 100-year and 500-year base flood elevations (Figure B-
6). The State of Florida administers and requires compensation for floodplain impacts
through the ERP process. Merritt Island Airport is within the SIRWMD’s jurisdiction.

A review of FEMA’s FIRMs indicates that portions of the Merritt Island Airport property
area are within the FEMA designated 100-year floodplain. The eastern side of the
Airport property is located within Zone AE, which is defined as an area subject to
inundation by the 1-percent-annual chance flood event determined by detailed methods
for which the base flood elevation has been determined. The base flood elevation line of
this portion of 100-year floodplain is at approximately 47.5 feet above sea level,
referenced to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929. The remainder of the
Airport is not within the 100-year floodplain (Figure B-6).

Construction activities proposed at the Airport that are located within the areas
designated as Zone AE would be within the FEMA designated 100-year floodplain.
Therefore, compensation for impacts to these areas may be required by the SIRWMD.

Coastal Zone Management Program

The Merritt Island Airport is located within the coastal zone management area, which is
regulated at the federal level by the NOAA’s Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource
Management and at the state level by the FDEP. Consistency with the Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972 may be required for new development at the Airport.

Farmland

The NRCS has jurisdiction and should be consulted if farmland is to be converted to non-
agricultural use by a federally funded project. The consultation determines whether the
farmland is classified as “prime” or “unique.” If it is, the Farmland Protection Act
requires rating the farmland conversion impacts based upon the length of time farmed,
amount of farmland remaining in the area, level of local farm support services, and the
level of urban land in the area.

Based on information obtained from the NRCS Soils Survey for Brevard County, there
does not appear to be any prime or unique farmland soils located on Airport property,
therefore the Airport would not be subject to the conditions of the Farmland Protection
Policy Act.
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